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Varieties, Literary and Scientific. 



to compensate for the disparity i and, 
disappointed in her expectation*, like 
many others, she looks " beyond the 
domestic circle for happiness, seeking, in 
company, in crowds, in noise, dress, and 
external gaiety, for that which is* our 
being's end and aim,' but which so few. 
obtain, because they seek amiss." The 
loss of a beloved child, and other circum- 
stances, conduce to lead her mind from 
the vanities and trifles of the world, in 
which she never had felt any real plea- 
sure. In the course of time an event 
occurs, by which she is enabled to give 
an instance of the support furnished to 
the mind by true religion, under the most 
distressing vicissitudes of life. By re- 
peated losses her husband is ruined — his 
bank is closed, and he is left almost pen- 
nyless. This disclosure, and its effects on 
Gertrude, are among the happiest efforts 
throughout the volume. After experienc- 
ing the bitter pangs of poverty for some 
time, they are again raised to affluence by 
the death of a relative, who leaves them a 
considerable fortune. It must be evi- 
dent, that from the present meagre out- 
line, no adequate idea can be formed of 
the work. Several interesting charac- 
ters are introduced, who, of course, each 
act their part in producing the desired re- 
sult. As we observed, the story is made 
the medium of a very spirited controversy 
on the subject of Socinianism. Gertrude 
and her husband professed Unitarian sen- 
timents, and the arguments employed by 
her brother (who appears in the charac- 
ter of a clergyman of the Established 
Church) to win her over, are certainly 



of the moat popular description—and 
by those interested in the controversy, 
tbey will be read with pleasure. It is a 
little work of very considerable merit, 
and has much less of that nauseous senti- 
mentality than might have been expected 
in such a publication. With one excep- 
tion, it is decidedly the best production 
of the Author ; and the way in whieh it 
is brought out. 

An Inquiry into the Nature and Effects 
of Popery. By John Ryan, Esq. 
Dublin : Curry A Co. 
This is a work, not at all in our line— but 
having been published in Dublin, and we, 
having been much pressed by the Author 
to notice it — thiok it but fair to say, 
that -it will be found a tolerably good 
compendium, (done something in the way 
of a scrap book) of the sentiments and 
opinions of various authors, whose writ- 
ings propose to she*, that the .Roman Ca- 
tholic religion is altogether incompatible 
with genuine freedom — that true consti- 
tutional liberty cannot exist where it is 
the religion of a country. The individual 
writing on such a subject as this, should be 
armed at all points, for offence and de- 
fence ; and, we must say, that on casually 
looking into this little work, it appeared 
to as, as if several of the arguments used 
by the Author, could be turned with 
great effect against himself. But we have 
said this is not a subject suited to our 
pages — we (hall leave it to the Christian 
Examiner to do justice to Mr. Ryan's 
book. 



VARIETIES-LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC, 



We find from a traveller of distinction 
lately returned from Paris, that the Di- 
rectors of the Encyclopedia* Review. 
are employed in a sort of compendium of 
that great work, to be entitled, " A 
Decennial Table of the Encyclopedian 
Review, a General Repository of Sub- 
jects contained in the first forty volumes 
of the Review, from A. D. 1819 to 1888, 
inclusive." The Directors propose pub- 
lishing a complete and regular table of 
the whole interesting matter contained in 
their Review during that time. Facts, 
opinions, inventions, discoveries, 4c. &c. 
will be classed under the general indica- 
tions of the countries and the sciences to 
which they belong ; so that the least prac- 
tised scholar may easily bring into com- 
parison different nations with their state 
of literature, arts and sciences, finding 
exactly what belongs to each, and thus 



accurately estimating their relative in- 
tellectual progress or decay. The De- 
cennial Table will form two volumes 
octavo, containing about a thousand 
printed pages in columns, and it to be 
published by subscription. 

Amputation of the Leg, CjC— At the 
last sitting of the Paris Academy of 
Science*, M. Velpean, a surgeon, read a 
paper on the amputation of the leg in 
the articulation of the knee ; in which he 
contends that it is more simple and rapid, 
and less painful and dangerous, than by 
the thigh. M. Velpean states that he has 
performed seferal operations in this way 
with perfect success. 

^reo of Europe,— The surface of the 
different European itatea in geographic 
square miles is a* follows: Russia 875,1**, 
Austria 12,153}, France 10,086, Great 
Britain 5586, Proaga 5040, the Nether 



